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Senate

The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, March 15, 2010, at 2 p.m.

House of Representatives

The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 12, 2010.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DONNA F.
EDWARDS to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

For the Members of Congress and all
those scattered around the world who
have been called to be Your ambas-
sadors of reconciliation and peace,
Lord, we pray this day.

Almighty Creator of the universe, re-
ceive them all in Your love and con-
tinue to call them out of darkness into
light, out of ignorance to the knowl-
edge of Your glorious name and bring
hope to Your people.

Open human hearts to know You and
You alone as the Most High, the Holy
One, Whose dwelling is wrapped in
mystery and beyond our imagining.

You alone flatten the arrogance of
the proud, frustrate the designs of the
godless, raise up the lowly and humble
the self-righteous.

You are the benefactor of all the
blessed and the Savior of all humanity.

FrRIDAY, MARCH 12, 2010

Be a help to all in peril or in crisis. Be
strength for the sick and the weak and
consolation to those who mourn or who
are afraid. Gift us and the whole world
with peace now and forever. Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from Maine (Ms. PIN-
GREE) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. PINGREE of Maine led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

————
HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Ms. PINGREE of Maine asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to urge my col-
leagues to come together and finally
pass a health reform bill that provides
Americans with the stability, afford-
ability, and access to high quality
choice in coverage they so richly de-
serve.

We must act now. We absolutely can-
not afford to wait any longer.

Over the last year, we saw what hap-
pens when you give pharmaceutical
companies, insurance companies, and
entrenched special interests time to
spend millions of dollars on ad cam-
paigns that spread misinformation,
fear, and confusion.

In my home State of Maine, our larg-
est insurer, Anthem, used this time to
demand a 23 percent rate hike on indi-
viduals. And they weren’t alone. Last
year, profits for the five biggest insur-
ance companies rose by 56 percent over
the year before.

Enough is enough. Americans are
counting on us. They sent us here to
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